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TELL If LIKE IT IS 


FOR SUCH A 
TIME AS THIS 


Do you ever feel like you are in a certain 





place, at a certain time, for a certain reason? 
How many opportunities have we walked by 
(or ran into something) because we weren't 
looking? 

Early in my contractor days, when I was 
still pretty wet behind the cars, I needed to 
learn the right way to run a business. Fast. So 
I got involved in the lowa Land Improvement 
Contractors Association. ‘They taught me a 
thing or two how to be successful and played 
a key role in helping me grow as a contractor. 
The LICA connection led to a place and time 
where I had the opportunity to purchase a pub- 
lication to share ideas, to help more contractors 
be successful. Land and Water Magazine was 
our time to “Tell It Like It Is”, to give our read- 
ers an unfiltered view of the opportunities and 
challenges around us in protecting our natural 
resources. 

Many years, and 7 L&W office moves later, 
we had to vacate our rented office space and 
had only 5 months to do it. There were very 
few options on rentals, so this forced our hand 
to consider a more permanent solution. As it 
turned out, the timing was perfect for our very 
own “World Headquarters”! A large lot on the 
edge of town became available. Construction 
season was in full swing, but we did have con- 
nections to a few people in the area that knew a 
thing or two about earthmoving. In a few short 
months, we had a brand new permanent office 





to publish L&W. More unexpected blessings. 

We understand that time is precious (just 
like our resources) and it needs to be managed 
wisely. Are your eyes open to new opportuni- 
ties? 

We can learn something from kids. They 
have a fascination for the world around them. 
They are curious about everything and cant get 
enough “Why”. They are always ready for a 
new discovery. Can you find the kid in you, for 
such a time as this? 

And now, we know it’s our time to move 
on. Someone else will find it’s their time for 
this building. And there is an army of bright 
minds looking for their time, to shine and to 
present creative, responsible ways to manage 
our soil and water. 

Thank you to everyone that gave us the 
time to share our Land and Water family with 
yours! We appreciate ALL your support over 
the years! We will keep protecting the raindrop 
where it falls, because we are all in this together 
for future generations, 

Time is a gift, have fun! And as Roy said, 
“Happy Trails to You!” 
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LAND AND WATER - OUR JOURNEY 








Amy, Marcie Neuberger (1980 Land 
and Water Conservation Expo) 


by Amy Dencklau, Publisher 


Have you ever really thought about 
what's more important, the destination or 
the journey? Obviously, the destination is 
of major importance for several reasons; 
the focus on the end goal so we're not 
wandering aimlessly, the thrill of getting 
to where we wanted to be, the end of all 
that anticipation, but maybe most impor- 
tant for parents, the end of hearing “are 
we there yet?”. But, I love the journey! It 
can be so exciting with the people you 
meet, the places you see and the experi- 
ences you have. You never know what's 
around the next corner. It might be the 
best thing ever! I’ve been on this Land and 
Water journey for almost 40 years now, 
actually 2/3 of my life (if you're doing the 
math, that makes me 60). There has been 
many twists and turns, ups and downs 
(but mostly ups). Come on, will you join 
me as we look back over the path? 

First stop on our journey is a rural 
home in lowa, and a guy with a dozer, and 
a dream of owning of his own business. 
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Amy, Kenneth (1982 LICA Convention) 


Land and Water - Our Journey 


My dad, Kenneth Rasch, was building his 
construction company while my mom, 
Jane, was patiently running a household 
with a bunch of curious kids who didn't 
always use their inside voices. Dad pro- 
moted sound conservation practices and 
also preached to anyone that would listen 
the importance of protecting the raindrop 
where it falls (pretty sure we heard it more 
than anyone). So it probably seems logi- 
cal that his kids would dress up like aero- 
bic and anaerobic bugs when he displayed 
a septic tank at a convention. At some 
point, as those bugs, we realized, “we cat 
WHAT?!" 

In the early trial and error business- 
building process, Dad realized he couldn't 
possibly live long enough to make all the 
mistakes and still make his business sur- 
vive so he decided he needed to cross 
paths with other contractors, successful 
ones. This led him to join the lowa 
Chapter of LICA (Land Improvement 
Contractors of America) where he served 
first on committees, then as a state officer 





Ann, Jane, Amy (1993 MECA Conference) 


and later as the executive secretary for 
many years. These experiences led to 
opportunities on the National level where 
he was National Membership Chairman 
and then National President. LICA 
became part of all our lives. Growing up, 
we spent almost every vacation traveling 
in our family bus, Henrietta, to LICA 
Mid-Summer Board Meetings (looking 
back, the arrival of Henrietta may have 
struck fear into many very nice contrac- 
tors). Did I mention I am one of 12 kids? 

Are we even ON the path anymore, 
you ask. Sure, we are. Kind of. We like 
to look around as we walk so it’s usually 
not a straight line. Stay with me. In 


Land and Water 





1974, when Dad was working on LICA 
membership, he acquired the magazine 
Land and Water Development as a way to 
branch out in communication with the 
industry, to share ideas and experiences. 
He brought 26 years of contractor experi- 
ence with him that was reflected in his 
down-to-earth perspective on how we 
could shape this great land and still pro- 
tect the raindrop. That's when the Land 
and Water journey officially began. With 
the goal of promoting the wise use of our 





Greg, Kenneth (1996 Wetlands, Wood- 
lands & Wildlife Conference) 


precious soil and water, our magazine 
became the information source for erosion 
control and water management for the 
land improvement industry. 

As our message grew so did our reach, 
and friendships. We became involved in 
numerous associations that shared the 
vision of clean water and soil manage- 
ment. Different professions perhaps, dif- 
ferent platforms, but the same passion for 
sound resource management. As we 


attended conferences, workshops and field 
days, we got to know (not just meet) so 
many fantastic people who have impacted 
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Teresa, Amy, Martha (2000 IECA Con- 
ference) 





Gail Henry (2003 Gail’s Happy Space) 
our lives, professionally as well as person- 
ally. Everyone knew M&M's (for the 
Men, Methods & Materials) were a staple 
in our booth and if we ever forgot them, 
we were in big trouble! Our famous 
“Count the M&M’s Contest” several 
times came down to a close battle between 
Mark Myrowich and Vicky Dosdall, with 
cash on the line, as well as bragging rights. 

Hang on, were going on a side trip. 
In 1991, we took an uncharted path when 
we published a magazine called “Our 
California Environment”, working closely 
with our guitar playing friend, Michael 
Harding. We only published five issues of 
OCE, but in the process expanded our 
horizons, learning first hand about the 
unique concerns for that state. In 2006, 
we began a five-year partnership with 
ESCN.tv to provide a weekly webcast ded- 
icated to the Erosion and Sediment 
Control Industry as the source for the lat- 
est news, information and education. 
Again, this journey provided new insights 
into the industry and it’s needs while we 
also renewed old, and established new, 
friendships. Priceless. 

In 1992, we clarified the path of 
Land and Water when we changed our 
masthead tagline to “The Magazine for 
Natural Resource Management and 





Martha, Ken, Jane, Amy, Shanna (2004 
Groundbreaking for new L&W office) 


LAND AND WATER - OUR JOURNEY 


Restoration” to better reflect our commit- 
ment to the entire industry. Without 
changing our initial goal, we felt the need 
to expand the scope of our publication to 
emphasize all areas of natural resource 
management and restoration, from idea 
stage to project completion and mainte- 
nance. The change was welcomed by our 
subscribers, who continued to look to us 
for practical information on new and 
innovative ways to take care of our land 


and water. 





Emily, Shanna (2014 1ECA Conference) 


It was during this time that we established 
our Editorial Advisory Board. The mem- 
bers of our EAB have freely given their 
time and talents, and shared their knowl- 
edge and experience to make Land and 
Water be the best it could be. Marc 
Theisen was one of our original EAB, and 
25 years later, is still reviewing articles for 
us. I remember one time in particular, 
visiting with Marc about an article he was 
reviewing, and I could hear splashing and 
happy kid noises in the background. 
When I asked about it, he said that he was 
down by the pool on a family vacation, 
but that he really enjoyed looking at the 
articles and didn’t consider it work at all. 
Talk about selfless commitment! Thank 
you seems rather lame. 

Over the past four decades with Land 
and Water, I have been blessed to be able 
to work with so many in my family - par- 
ents, siblings, in-laws and my own chil- 
dren (which to my delight also meant 
grandkids on occasion)! As children, we 
were taught the value of hard work, as well 
as work ethic, and we have passed that 
down through the generations. It has 
served us well, as there have been some 
marathon weekends and nights to meet 
deadlines, not only for Land and Water 


Land and Water 


Magazine, but also for the family members 
that are involved in Rasch Construction 
Company (currently celebrating 70 years). 
Thank you family! And a giant Thank 
You to Dad for entrusting us with the 
publication and to Mom for always being 
there for us! 

Our Land and Water family goes 
much deeper than bloodlines. It’s hard to 
express how much we appreciate the guid- 
ance and support we've received from our 
loyal readers, advertisers, authors, and oth- 
ers we've met along the way! They have 
shared silliness and laughter (photo 
booths, bowling, sweet dance moves, to 
name a few), but also been with us 
through some bumps in the road when 
we've experienced heartbreak and chal- 
lenges (deaths and illness). They've shared 
wisdom, hugs, tears (not all sad), and the 
IECA Great Lakes and Great Rivers 
Chapters supported our ALS cause with 


generous donations. They also encour- 
aged us to take our own path and they 
would be with us on the journey. That's 
what a family does. 





Emily, Shanna, Angie, Martha, Amy (2015 
Land & Water World Headquarters) 


We haven't reached a particular desti- 
nation with Land and Water but we are 
choosing to leave our familiar well-beaten 
path to start new journeys. I must admit, 
at the age of 60, crossroads can be confus- 
ing. (Actually, just walking in the other 
room can sometimes be confusing). But 
for us, this is not an end, but a beginning. 
We're not exactly sure what our futures 
hold, but we do know who holds them. 
These are our guiding words, “For I know 
the plans I have for you” declares the 
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future”. 
Jeremiah 29:11 


